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If you have any items or suggestions of what you would like to see in the next edition please contact Tracy Perkins – tracy.perkins@wychavon.gov.uk





		Homes for Ukraine scheme

	[image: Ukraine hands]We are busy supporting the delivery of the Homes for Ukraine scheme. Thanks to the generosity of our residents, we currently have around 100 sponsors in the district, expecting to host around 250 guests who are fleeing the war in Ukraine. We are responsible for carrying out property checks on the sponsors’ addresses, welcoming guests when they arrive, providing welcome payments and checking any welfare or support needs and then coordinating longer term support as guests settle in our communities. Local community groups have been instrumental in providing on the ground support, ranging from basic needs such as clothing to befriending, help with form filling and much more. 



		Read the FAQs and Welcome to Wychavon Guide






Cash grants to help celebrate Jubilee
	[image: British street party]Just a reminder, if you haven’t applied already, we are giving £15,000 to town and parish councils to support Jubilee celebrations.  You should have already received the link to the short application form but if you haven’t please contact Rebecca.Harrison@wychavon.gov.uk




Community Recovery Fund
	[image: money]We’ve just opened applications to our Covid-19 Community Recovery Fund. The £150,000 grant fund has been set up to support to community groups/ organisations that require funding to assist with their day-to-day running costs to aid recovery from the Covid-19 pandemic. They are also available to organisations that have experienced an increase in demand as result of the pandemic and wish to expand their services to meet the need. Applicants must be able to demonstrate the impact that the pandemic has had on their organisation, how the funding will be used, and the difference it will make to Wychavon residents. We expect grant awards to be between £300 and £10,000 depending on need. You can find more details and a link to our web-based application form on our website here. The fund will stay open until the end of October 2023 unless all the money is allocated before then.



		Read about the Community Recovery Fund and access the application form







Delay to SWDP publication
The updated South Worcestershire Development Plan (SWDP) will not be published for consultation in July as scheduled, because work on the key documents relating to development sites and the infrastructure needed to support them is yet to be completed.
More time is required to finalise the Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) which is a crucial evidence document setting out how strategic infrastructure, such as roads and new schools, will be delivered to support proposals in the SWDP for the additional 14,000 new dwellings that we are required to deliver across Malvern Hills District, Worcester City and Wychavon District by 2041.
The Regulation 19 publication draft of the SWDP was scheduled for public consultation in July, with the Submission version timetabled for independent examination later this year.
The impact of the latest delay to the SWDP is still being assessed and a new timetable will be drawn up for elected councillors to consider.
Cllr, Aaron Powell, Chair of the SWDP Joint Advisory Panel, said “We know that infrastructure and how it will be delivered is one of the key concerns of our residents. We are disappointed by this latest delay to the review of the SWDP but the Infrastructure Delivery Plan is a critical piece of evidence, to demonstrate the proposed strategic housing sites are viable. It is therefore better that we take the time now to make sure we are getting it right as we look to deliver a Plan that will have a profound impact on South Worcestershire over the coming years.
“We will identify the next steps in the review process and a timetable for them as soon as we can.”
.

2022/23 promises
In February 2020 we agreed a bold new four year strategy that will protect and enhance our environment, continue to grow our economy and see us invest in the things that matter most to our communities. We usually make a few updates and add new promises to the plan each year and 2022/23 is no exception. You can view a text only version or download a poster version of our latest strategy update here . 
		View the 2022/23 promise strategy






Ticket to Ride event success

	[image: Bike bus]It was great to see some of you at our Ticket to Ride event last week. The purpose of the event was to provide ideas and practical advice about how to create successful community transport projects to help improve access to services, reduce social isolation, cut carbon emissions or encourage more active forms of travel. Participants enjoyed trying out an e-bike and having a ride on the Evesham Bicycle Bus. A range of workshops were on offer showcasing effective community transport schemes already in place in south Worcestershire, including car clubs, a community minibus, e-bikes, a bicycle bus and mobility hubs. We also highlighted the opportunity to pitch for funding form the Wychavon Ticket to Ride fund, which opens in a few months’ time. You can find out more about some of the great projects highlighted using the links below.
Evesham Bicycle Bus
Norton Connector community minibus
Malvern Hills electric bike test before you invest / loan scheme
Malvern Hills e-bike to work scheme
Malvern Hills community car club
Community based transport hubs



Living Well event
You are invited to attend the Living Well for a Healthier Memory and Longer Life event taking place at Evesham Leisure Centre on 19 May at 10am-2pm. 
[image: Living well]

Home Fire Safety Visit
Hereford and Worcester Fire and Rescue Service has launched a new online Home Fire Safety Check. Residents are encouraged to complete it and see how fire safe their home is.
		Find out about Home Fire Safety visits
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